TEACHING   IN   THE   INFANTS'    SCHOOL

Suggestions for Planning the First Group
Lessons

Let us imagine that a teacher is starting work with a
class of approximately forty children who have had the
preparatory training outlined in the earlier chapters.

Her first task is to discover the extent of the children's
store of words and sentences. For this purpose she
can take a few class revision lessons, using flash cards
with printed commands and questions. The sentences
should be graded in difficulty; some very simple, so that
all the class may enjoy the activity, some longer and
more difficult, to enable the teacher to select the more
advanced group.

As a result of this little test, the teacher will divide
the class into, perhaps, three groups, e.g. a small, top
section of six or eight children, a large middle group,
which at first can work together but will soon divide
into sections, and a group of, perhaps, ten or twelve
children who have acquired only a very small stock of
words and sentences.

Groups I and II can start work with the same simple
reading book, although we shall expect Group I to
make much more rapid progress than Group II. There
are a number of little books suitable for a first reader.
(See Book List, Appendix III.)

While the rest of the class is engaged with some
form of individual occupation, e.g. number occupation,
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